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(6) Art. 162. — May an unfaithful wife declare to her 
husband that she has not committed adultery, meaning 
(aside) so as to hare to tell him ? She may assert equivocally 
that she has not broken the marriage, for the bond still 
exists. And if she has sacramentally confessed her adul- 
tery, she may answer, " I am innocent of this crime,'' 
because it has been taken away by confession. So 
Cardenas, who, however, remarks that she may not make 
that affirmation with an oath, because the probability of a 
fact is sufficient for asserting a thing, but certainty is re- 
quired for swearing. But it is replied that moral cer- 
tainty is sufficient for swearing ; and moral certainty of 
the remission of a sin can be had when a person has re- 
ceived the sacrament of penance with a good moral dis- 
position. 

Thus we see two ways provided to enable an unfaithful 
wife to deny her adultery without being guilty of false- 
hood, and the saint proceeds to give more. If in danger 
of death, she may say, " I have not committed adultery" 
— meaning, I have not been guilty of idolatry ; for idolatry 
is called adultery — Ez. xxiii. 37 ; or, fourthly, if the crime 
is really concealed, she may deny with an oath, and say, 
" I have not committed it," in the same way that a culprit 
may say to a judge who does not legitimately interrogate 
him, " I have not committed it" — meaning that she has not 
so committed it as to be bound to declare it unto him. 

We must not trespass too long on the patience of our 
readers, or we could go on for another page in giving spe- 
cimens of the notions entertained by Liguori on the sub- 
ject of truthfulness. Next month, however, we hope to 
return to the subject, and shall discuss the examples pro- 
duced by the defenders of Liguori. We shall enquire how 
far the statement of the Rambler is true that " private life 
would be intolerable without equivocation," and that " the 
common proverb, ' ask me no questions and I'll tell you no 
lies,' embodies alike the Catholic doctrine and the common 
judgment of humanity." We readily admit that if St. 
Liguori is to be taken as a representative of " Catholic 
doctrine," asking questions would seem necessarily to 
involve telling lies as its consequence; but as to the 
" common judgment of humanity," we shall beg leave to 
differ with him. 



TALK OF THE ROAD— No. XXIX. 

"Jem, did you ever see a holy well?" said Pat. 

" Why wouldn't I, Pat," said Jem ; " sure there's 
enough of them, though they're not as plenty as they were 
when I was young ; but there's enough still ; and I seen 
them many a time, with the rags on the bushes, and the 
cut knees, and the whisky, and the prayers, and the 
card-playing, and what not ? But why do you ask, 
Pat?" 

"W«H," said Pat, "4 was down in Galwtry to fetch 
up some sheep, and I come in for a pattern at a holy well, 
and it was a sight anyway ; of all the people ever you 
saw there was there ; and some crawling on their knees 
round the well, and some praying, and some drinking, and 
some courting ; and for the thorn bushes yon would take 
them to be patchwork quilts, with the sewing left out ; 
and I took to thinking what was it for at all ; so I goes 
up to an old creature that was cutting her knees creeping 
round the well, and, says I, ' what are you serving your 
old bones that way for ?' says I. ' Isn't it getting quit of 
my sins,' says she. ' Well,' says I, ' sure I'm a Catholic 
long enough, and I never got quit of my sins that way, 
and never a priest ever told me of that way of getting 

Suit of them.' ' Och, Jewell,* says she, ' sure you're at 
le right place at last, and why don't you turn up the knees 
of your breeches and get quit of your sins ?' And now isn't 
that the quare way, Jem ? and is it the Catholic religion 
at all?" 6 

"Well, Pat," said Jem, "it is the Catholic religion, or 
it isn't. If it is, why did the priest never tell you that way 
to get quit of yoursins? and if it isn't, why does the priests 
allow them poor creatures to be deceiving their own souls 
with such folly V" 

" Well, Jem," said Pat, " I learned something about that 
anyway ; for I was stopping in a decent man's house, and, 
indeed, he's a very knowledgeable man, and he has a deal 
of old Irish books, and I fell to talking to him about the 
holy well ; and, at first, he wouldn't let on that he knew 
anything about it ; ' but," says he, ' sure the people always 
did it ;' but when he seen that I didn't think much of the 
well, he let out bis mind ; ' and sure,' says he, ' I have 
something about it here in a book ;' and he fetched down a 
book that was written by Dr. O'Connor, that was a priest, 
and, he said, was the learnedest priest that ever was in 
Ireland, and one of the real ould O'Connors of Ballyna- 
gare, that come of the Kings of Ireland ; and he showed 
me out of the book that Father O'Connor said the holy 
wells was all paganism ; and how the heathens had the 
holy wells in Ireland in the time of St. Patrick and 
Oolumbkill, and how some stuck to it after, in spite of 
Jnem; and how it was part of the worship of Baal, the 
Uoa of the heathens, that the Israelites worshipped on 
Mount Carmel, in the time of Elijah.— 1 Kings xviii. 
<J Kings, Douay Bible. ' So,' says he, ' there's something 
OM in our religion anyway ; for holy wells is older than the 
^nnstian religion itself, for they're as old as paganism ; 
30 "• * a fi ne old religion, it is,' says he." 

them?" d ** ra8 *' Pat '" Sa ' d Jem ' " Where did they get 
" Well, if he didn't show me that, too, out of Father 



O'Connor's book," said Pat ; " for I asked him, and he 
just turned to a page where Father O'Connor says, that 
some travellers were going through a heathen country, 
away beyond the Crimea, where the soldiers is, and they 
found a tree all covered over with rags, just the same as a 
bush beside a holy well, and it was people with the ague 
stuck them there to get cured ; so there's paganism again 
for you, Jem." 

" I wonder why the Catholic Church lets people follow 
paganism instead of the Christian religion," said Jem. 

" Well, I seen in Father O'Connor's book that the 
canons of the Church is against it," said Pat ; " and that 
the Catholic Church isn't to be blamed for it at all ; and 
he says a deal of the bishops would like to stop it. 

"And why don't they stop it, then ?" said Jem. 

" Well," said Pat, " I suppose it was because the people 
were so fond of the holy wells that they couldn't." 

" Well, Pat," said Jem, " if the bishops wasn't able to 
stop paganism, isn't it enough to make a body guess that 
they wern't the right bishops at all? But did any one 
ever hear tell of them trying?" 

"Well, Father O'Connor doesn't say they did," said 
Pat. "But he tells about Bishop Milner anyway ; that's 
the man that wrote a book called ' The End of Controversy,' 
that the priests get all their learning out of, against the 
Protestants." 

" Aye, I seen that book with the priest's clerk," said 
Jem ; " but what about Bishop Milner?" 

" Why, Father O'Connor allows that Bishop Milner 
wrote a book crying up the holy well of St. Winifred, for 
the miraculous cures that it worked ; and seemingly, Bishop 
Milner was mighty mad at Father O'Connor, for saying 
what he did of holy wells," said Pat. 

" And did Bishop Milner cry up the rags, too ?" said 
Jem. 

" Well, I can't say for that," said Pat ; " for I didn't see 
that book ; but there is one bishop for you anyway that 
helped on the paganism, instead of stopping it." 

" And did any ever try to stop it ?" said Jem. 

" Well that's just what I asked the man that showed 
me the book," said Pat ; " says I, ' did any priest ever try 
to stop the people going to a holy well ?' 

" ' 'Deed did they,' says he j 'I seen them do it a few 
years back.' 

" ' And could they do it ?' says I. 

" ' Quite easy,' says he, ' once they tried it in earnest. 
The people just quit the well at once when the priests 
gave the orders.' 

" ' Well,' says I, ' there's some of the priests anyway 
that's for stopping paganism.' 

" ' Sorrow bit you'll say that,' says he, ' when you hear why 
they did it. It's down the country a bit,' says he, ' and 
it was tke ^greatest well at all, with rags enough on the 
bushes to cure all Ireland, if it was any good ; and there 
comes a clergyman out of Dublin, one Mr. Gregg, and 
he just takes a slip of a branch off the bush, with all the 
rags on it, and away he goes about England and Ireland 
with it in his hand, just to show people the Catholic reli- 
gion ; and with that there comes lots of Englishmen just to 
look at the well and the bush ; and then the priests gave 
out that no one was to go to the well any more ; and 
there was an end of the holy well at wonst.' " 

" I seen that same man and his twig," said Jem ; " I was 
in Kilcommon one day, and I seen a great meeting, and I 
just went to it, and I seen him with thctwigiuaglass-case, 
and him holding it up, and it with the rags on it, and that's 
the man that has the Irish tongue ; now you could'nt help 
listening to him, like as if he was singing a song ; and he 
told how that twig built a church and a school-house, be- 
side that same holy well ; and how the church is full of 
people that gets the water of life out of the Holy Scriptures 
now. So I don't wonder that the priests made the people 
quit Mat well ; for maybe them that went there would get 
the living mater once for all, like the way the woman of 
Samaria got it at the well." — John iv. 10-15. 

" So you see, Jem," said Pat, " the priests can stop the 
paganism, when the Protestants makes them ashamed and 
afraid." 

" Aye," said Jem, " the priests is following, not lead- 
ing, when they put down the like of that. Why didn't 
they do it always ? and why don't they do it everywhere 
now?" 

" Well, Jem," said Pat, " sure it's getting plain every 
day that it's the Word of God, and not the priests, that 
will drive out the darkness and ignorance out of the people's 
minds, and let the true light shine in old Ireland. Will 
we ever see the paganism and the darkness put out, and 
the religion of Christ just what he made it himself, and the 
people looking to the Saviour only to put away their sins ?" 

" Well," said Jem, " isn't it going on anyway ? Isn't here 
two of us that has learned a deal these last two years ; is'nt 
there hope that a deal more may learn the same way ?" 

Those that have this hope, we trust will be stirred up 
to aid in promoting the enlightenment of the Irish people. 
Every one who learns to look at the True Light, is himself 
an instrument to show that light to others. 



If any one should wish to see more of the book that 
was shown to Pat, he may find it in " Columbanus' 
Letters," written by Dr. Charles O'Connor, an Irish priest, 
of whose learning and talents Irishmen may justly be 
proud. The passage relating to holy wells is in the 3rd 
letter, vol. i., pp. 73 to 105, and is well worthy of being 



read by any one who wishes to understand what is 
practised in Ireland, and the origin of the practice. This 
letter was published in the year 1810, and verv sorely 
Dr. O'Connor was handled for it by Bishop Mifner and 
others. Dr. O'Connor speaks of Bishop Milner's "miracu- 
lous pamphlet" in defence of the well of St. Winifred. 
We have not seen that pamphlet, and should be obliged 
to any of our readers who can tell us where it can be 
fonnd; coming from the author of the " End of Contro- 
versy," it is deserving of notice. 

We know the truth of the story about " the twig" that 
built the church and school-house. Now that Pat and Jem 
have got upon the holy wells, we think it would be very 
desirable if our readers, in various places, would send us 
the particulars of "holy wells" in their several localities, 
with a brief account of what is done at them, and whe- 
ther the practice is declining, 



TO SUBSCRIBERS. 
In consequence of the large number of Subscriptions still 
unpaid, the publisher will, henceforward, be obliged to discon- 
tinue the paper to such Subscribers as are in arrear. A 81U6 
Cover will, it is hoped, be taken as a sufficient notification. 
We have already explained the difficulty of making special ap« 
plications. 



TO CORRESPONDENTS. 

To diminish the chance of disappointment, all tellers should be 
forwarded to the t,JJice by the first day of the month. 
" All Utters to be addressed to the Editor, 9, Upper Sackcille-sl. 
Contributors of A'l per annum will be furnished with six copier t 
any of which will be forwarded, as directed, to nominees of the 
subscriber. Any one receiving any number of the journal which 
has not been paid for or ordered by himself, will not be charged for 
it, and may assume that it has been paid for by a subscriber. 
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NEW POST-OFFICE REGULATIONS. 
To prevent disappointment to such of our 
friends and subscribers as are in the habit of 
transmitting the Catholic Lat&aw to other 
parties through the post, we request their parti- 
cular attention to the following new regulations, 
which have just come into operation under the 
provision of the recent statute, 18 and 19 Vict., 
c. xxvii.: — 

1. No newspaper or stamped periodical can be 
sent free through the post, unless posted 
within fifteen days from the date of publica- 
tion, which must be henceforth printed at the 
lop of every page ; consequently, after jifteen 
days from the date of publication, the Ca- 
tholic Layman, whether stamped or un- 
stamped, can only be forwarded by post on 
affixing a penny postage stamp, under the re- 
gulations of the Inland Book Post, which we 
shall give below for the convenience of our 
readers. 

2. To go free through the post within the fifteen 
days, the paper must, as formerly, either have 
no cover or a cover open at the ends ; and 
must be so folded that the whole of the stamp 
shall be exposed to vieto, and be distinctly 
visible on the outside. If the paper be other- 
wise folded, it will be marked in the post 
office, stamp not visible, and a postage of one 
penny will be charged on it, in addition to any 
other postage to which it would have been 
liable, if properly folded. 

3. It must contain no enclosure whatever. 

4. It must have no writing or other mark on 
either the paper or cover, but the name and 
address of the person to whom it is sent. 

5. If sent through the post from one part of 
Dublin to another, within the limits of the 
General Post-office delivery, it must have a 
penny postage stamp affixed to it. 

Our friends will observe that it follows, from 
No. 1 of the foregoing new regulations, that we 
shall no longer be able to forward back numbers 
of the Catholic Layman free through the post ; 



